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New Irrigation Pump Efficiency Program announced

Program helps farmers “put more power through the pump”


A new Agricultural Pumping Efficiency Program for agricultural rate energy customers was unveiled today, offering funds to help improve energy efficiency in irrigation well pumps.

The statewide program is funded by a $6.4 million grant from the California Public Utilities Commission and is administered by The Center for Irrigation Technology at California State University, Fresno.

 Participating in the announcement of the program were Assemblymember Sarah Reyes, CIT Program Manager Pete Canessa and Fresno County Farm Bureau President Debbie Jacobsen, as well as farmers and irrigation industry representatives.

The program is an incentive rebate and educational program intended to improve overall pumping efficiency and encourage energy conservation. The four-part program focuses on:

Education – Educational seminars on pumping plant specifications and maintenance, crop water requirements, and water measurement will be offered throughout the state. Utility customers will learn how to purchase and maintain an efficient pumping system and to know how much water has been pumped and how much water is needed. Two mobile education centers, featuring real-time displays of pump performance and information to measure water flow, crop water requirements and irrigation scheduling are part of the program. Seminars will be held throughout the state and new pump demonstration and training facilities will be constructed at Fresno State and at California State University, Chico.
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Technical Assistance – Program staff are available to help in locating pump efficiency testers, completing a pump repair/retrofit incentive rebate application form, or to answer general questions on pumping system design and use.

Pump Efficiency Tests – Rebates are paid directly to the participating pump test companies for efficiency tests. Tests are available for working electric- or natural gas-powered agricultural water pumps. Using approved pump-testing companies, farmers can test their pumps for a reduced cost to achieve maximum efficiency.  Efficient pumps use less energy and provide a savings benefit on electrical or gas costs.

Pump repairs – Incentive rebates are available to individuals for repair and retrofit or working electric- or natural gas-powered water pumps. The Program will pay 100 percent of the cost for a pump test up to $200 and up to 65 percent of the cost of the retrofit/repair of an agricultural water pump.

Agricultural rate customers of natural gas and/or electric service in PG&E, Southern California Edison, Southern California Gas, and San Diego Gas and Electric companies are eligible to participate.  The Program will run through December 31, 2003.
“As farmers we have little, if any, control over the price we receive for our crops, so a program like this -- which can help us improve efficiency and reduce production costs -- is really important,” said Jacobsen.

 “We appreciate the efforts by Assemblywoman Reyes and the Public Utilities Commission for working hard to put together a program that will have on-the-farm benefits and help reduce the state’s energy demand,” Canessa said.

Applications to participate in the new program and additional details are available on the web site at www.pumpefficiency.org, or by calling the San Joaquin Valley Regional Office at (800) 845-6038, the Northern California Regional Office at (866) 333-8938, the Southern California Regional Office at (866) 333-8939, or the Central Coast Regional Office at (800) 845-6038.

The new program is similar to the Ag Peak Load Reduction Program, funded by the California Energy Commission and administered by CIT.  Along with pump efficiency tests and retrofit rebates, the Ag Peak Load Reduction Program provides funds to install high efficiency electrical equipment or other conservation efforts. Applications are being accepted for that program until Dec. 31, 2003.

CIT is working as a partner with The International Center for Water Technology (ICWT). These two organizations are dedicated to providing education and technical support to agricultural, urban and environmental water users. For more information about ICWT, visit www.ICWT.net.
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